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OfSTED Inspection and Repor t
Many thanks to those parents who took the trouble to give inspectors their 
views on the college and the service it provides as part of our recent OfSTED 
inspection. These were overwhelmingly positive as were those of the students 
themselves, many of whom were interviewed formally and informally by the 
inspection team.

Highlights
Amongst the many positive comments and judgements in the report are the 
following:

Standards of academic achievement
·  ‘Standards are well above average as shown by national test results at 

the end of Key Stage 3’
·  ‘The proportion of students achieving 5 grades at C or above (at GCSE) 

including English and mathematics is well above average’
·  ‘The highest attaining students and the gifted and talented are catered 

for particularly well’
·  ‘Students with learning difficulties make good progress as a result of 

effective support and curriculum programmes’
·  Underachieving students are identified and provided with further 
      support’
·  ‘Monitoring and tracking of students’  academic progress is good’

Standards of care
·  ‘There is a high level of commitment by staff to improve the well-being 

and progress of students’

·  ‘Personal development and well being are good’
·  ‘Care, guidance and support are good all through the school as a result 

of the effective work of highly committed staff and good leadership’
·  ‘Students do not consider bullying to be a major problem. When it does 

occur they are confident that it will be dealt with effectively and that 
there is always a member of staff or student mentor who will support 
them’

Attitudes
·  ‘Students are keen to learn and there is a good working atmosphere in 

the school where students feel safe’
·  ‘Relationships between students and teachers are good as reflected in 

students’  good and sometimes outstanding behaviour in lessons’
·  Students treat each other with respect and work together cooperatively 

and sensibly’
·  Good links with local primary schools ensure that the needs of all 
      students are identified to ensure a smooth transfer to Waingels’
·  ‘The principal, senior leaders and the governing body have a 
  comprehensive vision for the development of all aspects of the school’
·  ‘The school is well regarded by parents and is over-subscribed’

Future action
As part of our determination to ensure continued improvement at the college 
between now and the next inspection (expected in three years’  time during 
2010) we will be working particularly to improve:

·  The consistency in the quality of teaching and learning so that the best 
practice seen in many classrooms is extended to all and

·  Continuing to develop our personalised curriculum to ensure that all 
students achieve their very best whatever their strengths and interests.

The full report is available to download from the link on the College website.

Home/College Par tnership
In achieving these aims we will need to continue to work at  improving the 
already strong partnership that exists between Waingels and our students’  
families. As part of this attempt to improve communication between home and 
school we are holding the first of what we hope will be a series of Parent 
Forums on Monday, 5 March (see article below for more details).



Year  7 Parents Forum - Monday 5 March at 6.30 pm

You may remember that at our first Learning Dialogue Day back in November 
2006 you were invited to complete a questionnaire to provide us with feedback 
on a number of issues.  One of the main areas that you felt we needed to
 improve centred around issues of communication between the college and the 
Parent Body.  One of the measures being put into place to help rectify this situ-
ation is to provide a ‘Parents Forum’ and our first one will be for Year 7 
Parents / Carers and will take place on Monday 5 March 2007 at 6.30 pm .

This will be an opportunity for parents to hear presentations on our Year 7 
curriculum, to attend a  workshop to ‘experience’  a taster from some areas of 
learning and after a brief break for refreshments, an opportunity to ask 
questions at the end. 

Building go-ahead at last
You may have seen articles in the local press recently confirming that 
Waingels has been given the go-ahead by central government as what is 
known as the One School Pathfinder for the district.

This means that all systems are now ‘go’  for the £31 million project to 
refurbish and re-build Waingels on its existing site as a world class centre
for education for the 21st Century. 

A feasibility study has already been commissioned and completed by a leading 
firm of architects and survey work started on the site including the boring of 
test holes and other preparatory work.

Consultations
Actual building, however, won’ t
begin for at least nine months 
(see the draft timescale below). 
Before that the most important phase 
of the project is about to start. This 
will involve detailed consultations 
with all the college’s most important 
stakeholders including our staff and 
governors, local community groups,
 other schools in the area and most
 importantly, our current and future 
students and their parents.

These consultations will lead to the production of detailed designs for the new 
and refurbished buildings (both inside and out) which, once agreed, will go to 
the council for the necessary planning permission.

As well as consultation meetings (the first of which for local community 
groups is being held at the college on the evening of 14 March 2007), students 
and staff will have the opportunity to work alongside teams of architects and 
visit inspirational buildings around the country.

    A display for students and visitors giving further
    details of the project and examples of ‘ future
    schools’  from around the country is 
    available for viewing at the college.
    
    

Governors meeting with staff

Example of a future school

Example of a future school



·  
·  Consultation - to 9/07
• Design/planning - to 12/07
• Planning/initial works – to 4/08
• Build on existing car park – to 7/08
• Demolish TGP and rear modules – 
 to 12/08
• Build on line of rear modules – 
 to 7/09
• Demolish ‘A’  Block and remaining
  modules– to 12/09
• Refurbish and extend – to 12/09
• Demolish Main Hall and music block
  – to 3/10
•  Final landscaping and handover – 
 by 6/10

College Internet Connection
 During February half term the College©s Internet connection is being moved 
to the new Computer Suite in the Weeks Building. This will permit continued 
Internet access during the construction of the new college buildings. As part of 
this move three local primary schools will also be connected to the internet via 
Waingels College. Eventually four more Primary schools will be connected to 
the Internet via the College making seven in all.

Change of Contact Details
Could you please make sure if you move or change telephone/ email/contact 
details you notify the college.  Thank you to those parents who do keep us up 
to date.

Year  7 Spr ing Festival
Fr iday 23 March 2.05 pm - 3.30 pm
 All Year 7 students will be showcasing their CLIPS, music, DT, art, drama, 
dance and media work on Festivals as part of the CLIPS topic "Innovative 
Town".  The festival will be open to all Year 7 students and their  parents.  So 
put the date in your diaries and come and support your child and others.
 

      

      Poster designed by 
      Emma Macedo  
    

Holmes Community 
Holmes Community held a letter writing competition in November. Students 
were invited to write to Dame Kelly Holmes to tell her about Waingels 
College and that we had recently named a Learning Community after her. The 
letters were posted to Dame Kelly and she selected three letters she 
particularly enjoyed reading as ‘winners.’  She sent signed photos with a 
personal message to:  Bethan Harman; Jade Hamer; Lacey Morris 

Well done! 

Draft project timescale 
(Month/year dates shown are the anticipated latest deadlines, with the potential 
for earlier completion at all stages)

Exam Dates
Year 11 Science Modules Exam date is Wednesday 7 March
Year 11 Art GCSE Exams Monday 12 - Thursday 15 March  inclusive
Year 10 Science Module Resits - Monday 12 March
Y11 ELC English Wednesday 14 March



GCSE Revision Support in Mathematics
The Mathematics Department are pleased to announce three exciting 
developments which are aimed at improving support for Year 11 students (and 
the fastrack group in Year 10) as they approach their GCSE examinations.
 
A New Approach to Revision in Lessons
After February Half Term, a new and varied programme of revision will be 
implemented in Year 11.  Students will be re-grouped using a variety of criteria 
and will receive topic-based input from different members of staff.  Joint 
planning and team-teaching will ensure consistency and past-paper practise will 
be an integral part of the programme.  The department look forward to students 
experiencing a renewed drive for success and hope that they maintain their 
motivation to the bitter end!
 
GCSE Revision Surgeries
In addition to the lesson-based input, students often appreciate the opportunity to 
seek extra support after college.  The Mathematics Department now run GCSE 
Revision Surgeries every Thursday from 3:15 - 4:15pm.  Students are encour-
aged to access this additional support, whether they decide to attend every week 
or perhaps just once a month.  They do not have to stay for the whole hour, but 
are more than welcome to do so!
 
Mathematics Department Intranet Site
The re-vamped Intranet Site for Mathematics contains lots of ideas for 
supporting classwork.  There is a discussion forum dedicated to Year 11 
revision and a number of suggestions of websites to access for additional 
support.  We would like to encourage students of all years to explore these web-
sites and feed back any suggestions to us.

Year  11 Science
 To support the year 11 through the final round of modules and any scheduled 
resits from year 10, the science department will continue with the after school 
support sessions on Tues and Thurs. The sessions will run as a series of
workshops consolidating work from each of the modules so far. There will also 
be revision sessions for the last round of modules closer to the exam date. A 
timetable will be posted in TGP.

The Science Department would like to congratulate Year 11 following their 
excellent results from the November modules and all the effort they have put 
into their coursework. We have been impressed with your commitment both in 
lessons and after school.

Geography news
Well done to Rania Elgarf, Josh Slade, Ezekiel Watson, Stephanie Germain, 
Michael Feasey and Tim Rodgers who were drawn at random from a selection 
of students chosen by Humanities teachers for their sustained effort in lessons. 
Ms Evans presented them with their prizes. Well done to all the pupils who re-
ceived a letter home regarding their effort as well!

      
         

  Ms Evans with the Humanities
           Students’

Delegation from new German partner school
Two teachers from our new German partner school came to visit us for a few 
days after the Christmas holidays.  The time was used to make plans for the 
forthcoming fast-track exchange to their school in Schnepfenthal, taking place 
for the first time in July with Year 8.  They reported back that they were 
extremely impressed with what they saw. 

 In particular, they pointed out the lack of inhibitions our students showed in 
approaching them and talking to them in German – something visitors from 
abroad do not often experience amongst British school children.  They were 
very taken with the dog in our Student Support Centre and were keen to intro-
duce this idea back home.  

Finally, they said they were also struck by the independence with which our 
students could work in the classroom.



Mercedes Benz – Ber lin
The languages department are pleased to be able to offer a work experience 
opportunity to the Year 12 German group to work at Mercedes Benz in Berlin 
for a week in March. 

The group will follow a training scheme developed by Mercedes for German 
work experience students. They will have the opportunity to tour and work in 
various departments throughout the week culminating in the production and 
design of their own product. The students are excited about this innovative trip 
and we look forward to reporting back on its success in the next newsletter.

Applied French Enterpr ise Day

Students studying Applied French GCSE in Years 10 & 11 recently took part 
in a business enterprise day at the new Novotel hotel in Reading city centre.  
The hotel kindly provided students with conference facilities, a working lunch 
and some of the French speaking employees helped them with the tasks 
throughout the day.    The students had to work in teams to plan an event for 
the French U21 football team who will be playing at the Madejski Stadium in 
October.  The students had to plan a dinner with a menu in French, arrange 
transport and accommodation for players and guests, produce a detailed itiner-
ary and a budget cost sheet for their event.  They also had to arrange entertain-
ment and came up with some really interesting ideas, from a British night with 
darts and cards to the history of football with Michel Platini and made excel-
lent presentations in French at the end of the session.  

 This was a really enjoyable
day which gave the students
a real insight into using languages
in the workplace.  Everyone worked
really hard and we are now 
working on coursework based on the
presentations for their final exam.

Puzzle Challenge Day
On December 12th the Library hosted a special Puzzle Day for all Year 7
students organised by the Happy Puzzle Company.
 
Students formed teams and then were 
given a variety of 3D hands on puzzle 
tasks to complete.  Most challenges 
seemed simple and were solved in just 
a few minutes, others were much more 
difficult! But, each one required the 
team to work together, think creatively 
and persevere in order to find a solution 
 
      The Puzzle Challenge programme
      helped develop students© Thinking
      skills, Team Skills, Communication
      Skills and Perseverance Skills but
      most of all we saw that the 
      students had fun......
 

Year  11 Pr inces Trust/XL Club
Year 11 members of the Princes Trust XL Club all gained their ASDAN 
Bronze Award last term as a result of their work through the Princes Trust. As 
part of their Silver Award activities they organised a presentation afternoon 
where members of family, friends and teachers were invited to attend to see 
them obtain their award from Mrs Evans. 
Every part of the afternoon presentation was 
organised by the students from the sausage 
rolls in the buffet to inviting Shirley 
Eastwood – the Regional Director of The 
Princes Trust.

Well done to a great team of students, with 
whom I am very proud to work.
Dr Andy Love - XL Advisor



Princes Trust – Entrepreneurs Galore!
Princes Trust XL Club are currently undertaking their business projects as part 
of their ASDAN Award. Sophie Burtwell and Kirby Moggridge have set up a 
cake making business, Adam Jeffrey, Ben Sparrow 
and Matt Puttick operate a car washing 
service. Stuart Moulds has set up a remote 
car Racing  Club for Year 7, Iris Kellaway
and Emily Offord  are building pots out of 
old lolly sticks for their Lolly Pots company 
and  Sophia Cameron, Bonnie Haines and 
Jessica Smith are running a very  success 
baby  sitting business.

Well done for all the hard work and planning.

Snow Day
Our apologies to parents / carers who were inconvenienced by our decision to 
close the college early on the Thursday before half term.

The decision was taken entirely on health and safety grounds and every effort 
was made to contact parents / carers of the younger students.

Photograph taken by Emma Headington - an A-level Photography student.

Inset Day
Our last inset day of this academic year will be held on Fr iday 9 March - the 
college will be closed to students on this day.

Easter  Holidays
The college will close for the Easter Break on Fr iday 30 March at 12.05 pm 
and will reopen to students at normal time on Monday 16 Apr il 2007.

Matt Puttick and Adam Jeffrey


